LETTER IV.

July 16th, 1786.

TO-BAY I was three hours alone with the Duke, after
rising from dinner. The conversation was animated,
frank, and almost confidential: it confirmed me in
most of the opinions I gave in my last letter (Number
III.), but it has inspired me with much fear, concern-
ing the situation of Prussia after the death of the King*
The successor seems to have every symptom of the most
incurable weakness; the most corrupt among the persons
by whom he is surrounded, of whom the gloomy and
visionary Bishopswerder may be ranked as first, daily
increase in power. There is a coolness said to prevail
between the Heir Apparent and his uncles. The eoud-
jutorship of the Order of St. John, bestowed with great
solemnity on Prince Henry, the eldest son of Prince
Ferdinand, which deprives the sttcccssor of more than
fifty thousand crowns per annum, is the most recent
cause of this coolness, It should seem that there have
been very powerful intrigues for the establishment of
these two young Princes, whom both city and Court re-
gard as the children of Count Schmettau. The measures
taken to effect this were strengthened at the very mo-
ment when the King was supposed to be expiring, so as
to bind the successor, of whom they consequently have
testified their suspicion. To the King's brother. Prince
Henry, the half at least of all this appertains; nor has
the Heir Apparent attempted to conceal MB dissatisfaction.
Thence it results that all the subaltern partie*, and
their dirty cabals, become mote active; so that the re-
spect in which the Court of Berlin has been held, and in
which consists its greatest power, depends, perhaps, but
too much on the life of the King; unless the Duke of
Brunswick sfoduM seize the reins of government, the
burden of wMch he seriously appears to dread, lamatotis.
